
Autumn 2, 2025 

What we are learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Topic: Colour my World 

English 

                                                         
Key Books:  
So Much by Trish Cooke 
Biscuit Bear by Mini Grey 
Books about Winter 

 
The children will use their developing phonic knowledge 
to respond to these texts and write in various ways, 
including speech bubbles, recipes, lists, party 
invitations, celebration cards, sequenced instructions, 
and creating simple zigzag books to retell a story. 
Phonics:  
 
Know all set 1 sounds: m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, 
f, e, l, h, r, j, v, y, w, z, x, sh, th, ch, qu, ng, nk. 
Be able to blend orally (eg hear the sounds b-a-t and 
know the blended word is ‘bat’). 

Mathematics 

 
 
Number 
The children will build on their work from last 
half term, learning about numbers up to 5. This 
includes understanding how each number is 
made up of smaller numbers (e.g., 3 can be 
made from 1 and 1 and 1, or from 1 and 2, or 2 
and 1). They will learn how to represent 
numbers and understand that when we count, 
the last number we say is the number of the set. 
They will also find one more and one less than a 
given number and enjoy lots of number songs 
and rhymes. 
 
Numerical patterns 

Understanding the World 
 

 
 
This half term, the children will plant daffodil bulbs ready for 
Spring. They will continue to notice seasonal changes and 
their effects on the natural environment and the weather. 
They are hoping for some windy weather to enjoy and some 
puddles to investigate! 
 
The children will also share their own experiences of 
celebrations, such as birthdays, Diwali, Eid Ul Fitr, Hannukah, 
and Christmas, and start to learn about a range of different 
religious and cultural celebrations.  
 
They will also start to understand the lives of the people 
around them and their roles in society, such as the crossing 
patrol person and the local vicar. 



 
Work on blending letters together to read words, for 
example: c-a-t reads ‘cat’. 
Begin to segment a word to spell, and write the letters 
they can hear. 
 
The children will also learn how to hold a pencil 
correctly and write these letters with the correct 
formation. They will also learn to write their name from 
memory, with the letters formed correctly. 
 

The children will explore circles, triangles, 
squares, and rectangles, and think about the 
properties of each shape. They will identify 
these shapes in the world around them. They 
will also learn about aspects of time, such as day 
and night, the days of the week, and birthdays 
on a calendar, using a sand timer. 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Fiction, non-fiction, story, beginning, middle, end, 
phoneme, sound, blend, fact, information, celebration, 
speech bubble, letter, menu, recipe, instructions.   
 

Key Vocabulary 
Number names; one more; one less; how many? 
Circle, triangle, square, rectangle; curved; 
straight; sides; corners. Positional language – eg 
next to, in front of, behind, above, below, 
under, on top of. 
Time language – eg day, night, minutes, days of 
week 

Key Vocabulary 
Celebration, festival, fireworks, bonfire night, Diwali, diva, 
barfi, Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Christian, Jewish, religion, mandir, 
gurdwara, church, mosque, birthday, date, Christmas, Jesus, 
Hannukah, party, tradition, decorations. 

 

 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

 
Through our Jigsaw curriculum, 

Communication and 
Language 

 

     

Physical Development 
 

 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 

   
 



Through our Jigsaw curriculum, 
we will support the children in 
recognizing and naming a 
variety of feelings, and in 
beginning to consider the 
feelings of others. With 
guidance, the children will be 
encouraged to use their words 
to negotiate with others, avoid 
conflicts, and share and take 
turns. 
 
We will focus on safety during 
Road Safety Week and on 
building positive relationships 
during Anti-Bullying Week. We 
will encourage the children to 
try different activities and to 
build resilience when things 
don't go as expected. 
 
This half term, our Jigsaw 
theme is: "Celebrating 
Differences." 
 
 

 
Children will further enhance 
their listening skills through 
various activities, such as listening 
to stories and engaging in 
discussions with a talk partner. 
We will encourage them to speak 
in complete sentences and to use 
a clear, audible voice. 
 
Additionally, the children will 
continue to learn a variety of 
rhymes, poems, and songs, as 
well as new vocabulary related to 
books, topics, and activities. 
 

he children will engage in activities designed to 
develop fundamental movement skills like 
running, jumping, and skipping. They will also play 
simple games, helping them to understand and 
follow rules. 
 
Additionally, the children will continue to refine 
their control over tools such as scissors, paint 
brushes, and pencils. Our daily phonics sessions 
will further support their ability to write new 
graphemes. 
 
We will also encourage the children to become 
more independent with tasks like zipping up coats, 
buttoning, and putting on gloves. 
 

We will continue to explore malleable 
materials such as clay and salt dough, 
and create firework pictures using 
various media like chalk, paints, and 
marbles. We will also learn about 
Rangoli patterns and use clay to make 
Diwa lamps. 
 
Children will have numerous 
opportunities to express themselves 
at school. They will engage in role-play 
and small-world play, creating 
narratives with other children using 
puppets and toys. 
 

 

Here are some suggestions of books you may wish to read with your child to 
support their learning this term: 

Here are some fun suggestions of how you can help with your child’s learning 
this half term: 

● Tales From Acorn Wood by Julia Donaldson 

● The Birthday Invitation by Lucy Rowland 

● Kipper’s Birthday by Mick Inkpen 

o Go on a walk - notice and talk about the changing seasons and the 

effects on the natural environment 

o Make bark rubbings, using paper and crayons 



● Stick Man by Julia Donaldson 

● Mog’s Christmas Calamity by Judith Kerr 

● One Snowy Night by Nick Butterworth 

● Yuk! by Kes Gray 

● Full, Full, Full of Love by Trish Cooke 

o Watch a firework display 

o Make biscuits together 

o Discuss how your family celebrate birthdays, weddings and other 

meaningful celebrations- eg Diwali, Eid or Christmas  

o Visit the library regularly 

We are seeking volunteers and visitors to spend time with our children. Your involvement would 

greatly help our children thrive with the additional adult support. We would also love to hear 

from anyone willing to share their skills and experiences in areas such as cooking, baking, 

reading, sewing, gardening, and more. If you are interested in volunteering with us, please 

contact your class teacher via email. 

butterfly@wardenhillinfant.co.uk 

firefly@wardenhillinfant.co.uk 

caterpillar@wardenhillinfant.co.uk 
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