Autumn 1, 2025

What we are learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Topic: My brilliant brain

X Hated

Key Books:
The very hungry caterpillar by Eric Carle
The very lonely firefly by Eric Carle
Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne
Anna Hibiscus’ Song, By Atinuke

Books about autumn

The children will listen to and discuss these stories,
enhancing their understanding through activities like role
play, sequencing, and creating story maps. We will engage in
speaking and listening exercises to explore how the
characters feel at different points in the story and relate
these emotions to times when the children have felt happy,
sad, frustrated, frightened, or excited.

Phonics

Mathematics
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Number

During the first half of the Autumn term, the
children will focus on exploring number
throughout their play.

Children should begin to recognise, read and
write numbers 1-10. They will be encouraged to
develop their 1 to 1 correspondence when
counting, to count out sets of objects carefully,
and also to match quantities to the appropriate
numeral. They will begin to be able to talk
about which set has more and which set has
less.

Understanding the World
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Past and Present

Children will talk about themselves and the things they like
and dislike. They will also be encouraged to talk about their
families and recognise similarities and differences in each
other’s families.

People, Culture and Communities

Children will learn all about the celebration of harvest by
learning songs and contributing towards a harvest collection
of food items. Black History Month will also be explored
through the story of Handa’s Surprise. A local trip to the
supermarket is planned, where the children will buy fruit
from the store to make a fruit kabab.




We will learn Set 1 letter sounds: m, a, s, d, t,i,n, p, g 0,c¢,Kk,
u, b, f,el hrijvyw,zx,sh,th, ch, qu, ng nk.

We will introduce blending these sounds to read words, such
as c-a-t, read as cat. Children will be encouraged to identify
initial sounds in words through games and activities.

The children will also learn to hold a pencil correctly and
write these letters with proper formation. They will practice
writing their names from memory, ensuring the letters are
formed correctly.

Numerical patterns

Children will also start to use mathematical
names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D
shapes, and mathematical terms to describe
the shapes, such as a square having ‘4 straight
sides and 4 corners’.

The Hindu festival of Diwali will also be explored, with
activities like making special Indian sweets and Diwa lamps.
Children will learn about differences between themselves
and others, including languages, foods, and places around
the world.

The Natural World

We will explore the natural world, describing what we see,
hear, and feel during outdoor activities like an Autumn walk.
We will build vocabulary related to Autumn, naming and
describing natural objects like conkers, acorns, rose hips,
sycamore seeds, pine cones, and autumn leaves. We will
develop observational skills by investigating seeds and using
an identification key to learn about natural objects. Children
will draw pictures of their observations and incorporate
natural autumnal objects in their mud kitchen play.

Key Vocabulary
Fiction, non-fiction, story, beginning, middle, end,
phoneme, sound, blend

Key Vocabulary
More than, less than, altogether, bigger than,
smaller than, circle, square, triangle, rectangle,
semi-circle, straight, curve, corner, point

Key Vocabulary
First, next, finally, like, dislike, growing, seeds, water, soil, roots, stem,
leaves, taste buds, spring, summer, autumn, winter, sight, smell, touch,
hear, taste, same, different
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Through our Jigsaw
curriculum, children will
enhance their turn-taking
abilities and learn to share
with others. We will discuss
significant adults in our lives
and explore the things that
bring us joy and sadness. The
children will become familiar
with the rules, signals, and
routines both in the classroom
and the outdoor environment.
They will also understand the
importance of caring for
resources and tidying up after
themselves.

This half term, our Jigsaw
theme is:‘Being Me in My
World'.

We will encourage the children
to speak in full sentences during
play and when answering

guestions in whole class learning.

They will learn the importance of
listening and responding to
others. We will support the
children in using social phrases,
such as ‘Good morning.’

We will also encourage the
children to connect ideas or
actions using connectives, like
‘because.” Additionally, we will
begin learning a variety of
rhymes, poems, and songs.

Children will start developing the skills needed to
manage the school day successfully, such as
learning the routines for lining up and queuing for
lunch. They will begin to manage their lunch tray
independently, with support if necessary. The
children will experiment with different ways of
moving and will show increasing control over one-
handed tools like pencils, scissors, and paint
brushes. They will also focus on improving gross
motor skills, such as throwing and catching a ball.
The children will start to secure a tripod grip
when holding a pencil, with the reminder to
‘pinch, pinch, pinch your pencil’. We will
encourage the children to use cutlery at
lunchtime and to pour their own milk at the snack
table, with support as needed.

The children will have numerous
opportunities for mark making on
both large and small scales, as well as
engaging in vegetable printing and
exploring different textures. They will
also be able to construct using various
materials, such as tyres and crates,
Lego and building blocks, and empty
boxes and yogurt pots.

Therefore, we kindly request ongoing
donations of junk modelling materials
(clean pots, boxes, etc.) to be brought
into school. Thank you!

Here are some suggestions of books you may wish to read with your child to

support their learning this term:

this half term:

Here are some fun suggestions of how you can help with your child’s learning




Other stories:
o Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert
Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andrea
Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister
The Gigantic Turnip by Aleksey Tolstoy
Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper
Traditional tales like Stone Soup, or The Enormous Turnip
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Non-fiction
o Non-fiction books about Autumn or Harvest
o Non-fiction books about Black History Month
o Non-fiction books about the festival of Diwali

Visit the library - sign your child up as a member if they are not already.
See if you can find some non-fiction books about growing plants and
vegetables to share together.

Look on You Tube, for films about how farmers harvest fruit and
vegetables.

Go on a leaf hunt to the local park/ woods - which colours can you see?
Use paint to print with the leaves you collect, or use crayons for leaf
rubbings.

Collect acorns, conkers, pine cones or sycamore seeds (we would love
you to bring some to schooll!)

What shapes and numbers can you spot on your walk to school?

Teach your child to help you peel/cut vegetables when making dinner.

We are seeking volunteers and visitors to spend time with our children. Your involvement
would greatly help our children thrive with the additional adult support. We would also love to
hear from anyone willing to share their skills and experiences in areas such as cooking, baking,
reading, sewing, gardening, and more. If you are interested in volunteering with us, please

contact your class teacher via email.

butterfly@wardenhillinfant.co.uk

firefly@wardenhillinfant.co.uk

caterpillar@wardenhillinfant.co.uk
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