
Spring 1, 2026 

What we are learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Topic: Awesome Authors 

English 

                         
 
Key Books:  
Stanley’s Stick by John Hegley 
The Runaway Chapatti by Susan Price  
 
The children will be using their developing phonic 
knowledge to respond to these texts and write in a 
variety of ways, including: shared writing – stick 
safety poster; writing about ‘A big friend…’, based 
on own friendships and that of Birt and Etho; 
Group stick poems, with each child contributing a 
line; thought bubbles to show how what Stanley is 
thinking; Writing captions for photographs of 
children playing with their sticks; Class book about 
children’s stick play; Caption writing for 

Mathematics 

 
 
The children will be building on their work from 

last half term, recalling their knowledge of 

numbers up to 5, but also learning up to 10. This 

will include thinking about the key concept of 

how each number is made up of smaller 

numbers (eg 3 can be made from 1 and 1 and 1, 

or from 1 and 2, or 2 and 1). We will be finding 

out how we represent numbers, and how when 

we count, the last number we say is the number 

of the set. We will also be finding one more and 

one less than a given number, and enjoying lots 

of number songs and rhymes. 

Understanding the World 
 

 
 
This half term the children will be learning about winter. They 
will be looking at what is needed for winter and why. They will 
be exploring the natural world and describing what they see, 
hear and feel outside. 
 
Hopefully we will have some frost and ice for the children to 
observe and interact with, and notice the changing states of 
matter (icy puddles and frost melting and water freezing). We 
are hoping for some bright dunny days too to be able to ask 
questions and describe what they notice (that it’s cold and 
sunny!). We also begin to explore shadows.  
 
The children will also be learning about Chinese New Year and 
talking about similarities and differences between it and what 



photographs of children’s imaginative food 
creations (‘This is not a Chapatti, this is…); adult 
scribing of children’s oral storytelling around food 
play. 
 
Phonics:  
Know all set 1 sounds: m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, 
u, b, f, e, l, h, r, j, v, y, w, z, x, sh, th, ch, qu, ng, nk. 
Be able to blend orally (eg hear the sounds b-a-t 
and know the blended word is ‘bat’). 
To be able to blend letters together to read words, 
for example: c-a-t reads ‘cat’. 
Begin to segment a word to spell, and write the 
letters they can hear. 
The children will also be continuing to hold a pencil 
correctly and to write these letters with the correct 
formation. Children will also be learning to write 
their name from memory, with the letters formed 
correctly.  

The children will also be exploring mass and 
capacity at the beginning of the half term. And 
then towards the end they will be learning 
about length, height and time. 

they have already learned about or experienced. We will also 
be comparing life in this country to other countries such as 
China.  
 
We will also be starting to understand some of the lives of the 
people around us and their roles in society – eg the crossing 
patrol person and the dentist. 
 
We will also be finding out about games from the past by 
speaking to our grandparents. 
 
Our trip for this half term will be to visit the local bakery to 
understand how baked good are made. This will link to our 
learning all about bread making and how its made in various 
parts of the world.  

Key Vocabulary 
Fiction, non-fiction, story, beginning, middle, end, 

phoneme, sound, blend, fact, information, stick, play, 
imagine, create, predict, create, ending, thought 

bubble, speech bubble, chapatti, action, verb, adjective, 
beach, farm, characters.  

Key Vocabulary 
Number names; one more; one less; how many? 
height, long(er)/short(er), tall(er)/short(er), 
weight, capacity, heavy/light, heavier than, 
lighter than, big, bigger, biggest, more than, less 
than, half/half full 

Key Vocabulary 
Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Christian, Jewish, religion, mandir, 
gurdwara, church, mosque, birthday, date, Christmas, Jesus, 
Hannukah, party, tradition, decorations. 
icy, freezing, shadow, melt. 

 

 

 



Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

 
Through our Jigsaw curriculum, 
we will support the children in 
recognising and naming a 
variety of feelings, and in 
beginning to consider the 
feelings of others. With 
guidance, the children will be 
encouraged to use their words 
to negotiate with others, avoid 
conflicts, and share and take 
turns. 
 
We shall focus on  
This half term, our Jigsaw 
theme is: "Dreams and Goals." 
 
In this Puzzle the children will 
talk about challenges and 
facing up to them. They will 
discuss not giving up and trying 
until they have achieved their 
goal. The children will be 
encouraged to think about jobs 
that they might like to have 
when they are older and are 

Communication and 
Language 

 

     
 
Children will continue to develop 
their listening skills in a variety of 
ways, including listening to 
stories, and responding to 
questions by listening to and 
talking with a talk partner. 
 
We will be encouraging the 
children to speak in full 
sentences, and to use a voice that 
can be heard clearly by others. 
 
The children will be continuing to 
learn a range of rhymes, poems 
and songs, and new vocabulary 
linked to books, topics and 
activities. 

Physical Development 
 

 
 
The children will take part in activities which will 
develop fundamental movement skills such as 
running, jumping and skipping. Children will also 
play simple games and begin to understand and 
use rules. 
 
Children will continue to develop control over 
tools such as scissors, paint brushes and pencils. 
Our daily phonics sessions will further support 
control as the children practise writing new 
graphemes. 
 
We will be encouraging the children to gain 
independence with coat zips, buttons and gloves. 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 

   
 
We will be using lots of sticks and 
boxes to make our own creations 
using our imaginations. 
 
We will be continuing to explore 
malleable materials like clay and salt 
dough, and we will create firework 
pictures using different media- eg 
chalk, paints and marbles. We will find 
out about the Terricotter warriors and 
look closely at traditional Chinese and 
Japanese painting styles.  
 
Children will have a wide variety of 
opportunities to express themselves 
at school.  They will engage in role-
play and small-world play, creating 
narratives with other children using 
puppets and toys.  We will continue 
with our music lessons learning songs 
using musical instruments. 



taught to associate what they 
learn now with being able to 
have the job they want. They 
will also talk about achieving 
goals and the feelings linked to 
this. 
 
 

 

Here are some suggestions of books you may wish to read with your child to 
support their learning this term: 

Here are some fun suggestions of how you can help with your child’s learning 
this half term: 

● Alfie’s Feet by Shirley Hughes 
● Frog & Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel  
● Alphonse There’s Mud On The Ceiling by Daisy Hurst 
● Only One You by Linda Kranz 
● The Blue Balloon by Mick Inkpen 
● What Happened To You? by James Catchpole  
● Traditional tales: 
● Goldilocks & The Three Bears 
● The Elves & The Shoemaker 
● The Three Little Pigs 
● Little Red Riding Hood   
● The Gingerbread Man 
● Hansel & Gretel  
● The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

● Go on a walk - notice and talk about the changing seasons and the 

effects on the natural environment 

● Discuss how your family celebrate birthdays, weddings and other 

meaningful celebrations- eg Diwali, Eid or Christmas  

● Visit the library regularly 

● Encourage your child to talk about how they feel 

● Let your child get themselves dress independently – especially focusing 

on their coats and shoes.   

● Get your child to write their name regularly and focus on forming their 
letters correctly. 

We are seeking volunteers and visitors to spend time with our children. Your involvement would 

greatly help our children thrive with the additional adult support. We would also love to hear 

from anyone willing to share their skills and experiences in areas such as cooking, baking, 



reading, sewing, gardening, and more. If you are interested in volunteering with us, please 

contact your class teacher via email. 

butterfly@wardenhillinfant.co.uk 

firefly@wardenhillinfant.co.uk 

caterpillar@wardenhillinfant.co.uk 
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