Spring 2, 2026

What we are learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Topic: Awesome Authors

English
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We're Going on a Bear Hunt

Mickael Rosen + Helen Ozenbury

Key Books:
The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson

We're Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen

The children will use their developing phonic
knowledge to respond to these texts and write in
various ways, including speech bubbles, recipes, lists,
sequenced instructions, and creating books to retell a
story.

The children will also explore repeated refrains and
use them when retelling stories. Rhyme and

Mathematics
1 3
® = Af‘\l

AN

QO®® |hiriir
SO®| i

4 5

9 10

ooovw 4444
SOVe $444¢

The children will compare two or more objects
by placing them side-by-side to determine which
is longer or taller. They will be encouraged to
use words such as tall, taller, tallest, short,
shorter, shortest when making comparisons.

The children will continue to develop their
fluency with number recognition beyond 10 and
use what they know to calculate doubles, add
and subtract using cubes, counters and natural
materials.

Understanding the World

shutterstock.com - 258610514

This half term the children will be beginning to look for signs
of spring. Whilst we are in the transition, we will be noticing
how the weather changes, what is happening to plants and
what the children notice about the daylight hours. We also
continue our learning all about floating and sinking. We
explore what happens when objects are put on a slope —do
they roll or do they not? Why? What do the children notice?
The children will also have a go at exploring a range of
materials and think about how they have been made. Are
they natural or man made?

The children will also be learning about upcoming festivals
and religious events such as Holi, Ramadan, Easter and




alliteration will also be a focus as children will have a
go at re-creating their own adventure to extend both
parts of the text.

Phonics:

Know all set 1 sounds: m, a,s,d, t,i,n, p, g 0,¢ Kk, u,
b,f,e |, hrj vy w,zx, sh,th, ch, qu, ng nk.

Be able to read words that contain special friends.

Begin to segment a word to spell, and write the letters
they can hear.

The children will also be continuing to hold a pencil
correctly and to write these letters with the correct
formation. Children will also be learning to write their
name from memory, with the letters formed correctly.

The children will also be exploring 3D shapes
towards the end of the half term.

talking about similarities and differences between it and
what they have already learned about or experienced. We
will also be comparing life in this country to other countries.

We will also be starting to understand some of the lives of
the people around us and their roles in society — eg the
crossing patrol attendant and the dentist.

Key Vocabulary
Fiction, non-fiction, story, beginning, middle, end,
phoneme, sound, blend, fact, information,
celebration, speech bubble, describe, adjective,
sentence, first, then, next, finally, label, story map,
illustrate, characters.

Key Vocabulary
3-D / almost /cone /continue / copy / cube /
cuboid / curved / cylinder / environment / faces
/ flat / near / next / pattern / pyramid / repeat /
shapes / sort / sphere / surface / What do you
notice?/tall/taller/tallest/short/shorter/shortest
/small/smaller/smallest/length/height/time

Add/ Altogether / Compare / Count/ Even/
Fewer Than/ Greater Than/ Groups /How many?
/Less /Less Than / More / More Than / Nine
/Number / Odd / One less / One more / Pairs /
Part / Recognise / Represent / Subitise / Subtract

Key Vocabulary
Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Christian, Jewish, religion, mandir,
gurdwara, church, mosque, birthday, date, holi, Ramadan,
Eid, Easter, festival, maps.




Personal, Social and
Emotional Development
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Through our Jigsaw
curriculum, we will support
the children in recognising and
naming a variety of feelings,
and in beginning to consider
the feelings of others. With
guidance, the children will be
encouraged to use their words
to negotiate with others, avoid
conflicts, and share and take
turns.

This half term, our Jigsaw
theme is: ‘Healthy Me’.

In this Puzzle children learn
about their bodies; the names
of some key parts as well as
how to stay healthy. They talk
about food and that some
foods are healthier than
others. They discuss the
importance of sleep and what
they can do to help
themselves get to sleep. They
talk about hand washing and
why it is important. The class

Communication and

Language

Children will continue to develop
their listening skills in a variety of
ways, including listening to
stories, and responding to
guestions by listening to and
talking with a talk partner.

We will be encouraging the
children to speak in full
sentences, and to use a voice
that can be heard clearly by
others.

The children will be continuing to
learn a range of rhymes, poems
and songs, and new vocabulary
linked to books, topics and
activities.

Physical Development
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The children will engage in activities designed to
develop fundamental movement skills like
running, jumping, and skipping. They will also play
simple games, helping them to understand and
follow rules.

Additionally, the children will continue to refine
their control over tools such as scissors, paint
brushes, and pencils. Our daily phonics sessions
will further support their ability to write new
graphemes.

We will also encourage the children to become
more independent with tasks like zipping up
coats, buttoning, and putting on gloves.

Expressive Arts and Design

We will be using lots of junk materials
to make characters from the stories
that we read.

We will be continuing to explore
malleable materials like clay, sand
and play dough.

Children will have a wide variety of
opportunities to express themselves
at school. They will engage in role-
play and small-world play, creating
narratives with other children using
puppets and toys. We will continue
music lessons, learning songs using
musical instruments.




also discusses stranger danger
and what they should do if
approached by someone they
don’t know.

Here are some suggestions of books you may wish to read with your child to
support their learning this term:

Here are some fun suggestions of how you can help with your child’s learning
this half term:

‘What the Ladybird Heard’ by Julia Donaldson and Axel Sheffler
Where Is My Home? (Animal Habitats & Environment Children's
Books Collection) by Tali Carmi

Who's in Acorn Wood by Julia Donaldson

Shoo, a Craft Cat with a Cunning Plan by Michael Rosen

Oww! A Wriggly Piglet with a Prickly Problem by Michael Rosen
Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See? By Jill Murphy

The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson

A New House for Mouse by Petr Horacek
Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and Patrick Benson

Go on a walk - notice and talk about the changing seasons and the
effects on the natural environment

Discuss how your family celebrate birthdays, weddings and other
meaningful celebrations- eg Diwali, Eid or Christmas

Visit the library regularly

Encourage your child to talk about how they feel

Let your child get themselves dressed independently — especially
focusing on their coats and shoes.

Get your child to write their name regularly and focus on forming their
letters correctly.

Go on a journey and talk about different parts of it — where did we
begin? What did we see? Where did we end up? What did we go by?

We are seeking volunteers and visitors to spend time with our children. Your involvement would greatly help our children thrive with the additional adult support. We
would also love to hear from anyone willing to share their skills and experiences in areas such as cooking, baking, reading, sewing, gardening, and more. If you are
interested in volunteering with us, please contact your class teacher via email.

butterfly@wardenhillinfant.co.uk

firefly@wardenhillinfant.co.uk

caterpillar@wardenhillinfant.co.uk
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