What We Are Learning in EYFS — Summer 2, 2025

Topic:

In The Garden: Minibeasts
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Core Texts:
Yucky Worms by Vivian French

The Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis

The children will be responding to these texts and
using their developing phonic knowledge to write
in a variety of ways, including: Write a question —
something you would like to find out about
worms - write worm fact books -Writing in
wormery log book -Information booklet about
bog babies -Write a reply to the letter from the
worm, once we have become ‘wormologists’
-Write a list of things you love soooo much! -
Collaborative strip poems describing worms

- Write a caption for photograph of bog baby you
have made

Phonics:

Know and use all set 1 sounds: m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p,
g,o,¢c kub,fel hrjvyw,zx, sh,th, ch,
qu, ng, nk, and learn set 2 sounds: ay, ee, igh, ow,
00, 00, and then ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy.

Begin to be more confident in using Fred Fingers
to support spelling. Say what you want to write,
and write short sentences with words with
known sound-letter correspondences, using a
capital letter and full stop, that can be read
without mediation. Develop awareness of finger

Mathematics

The children will be building on their work from
last half term, by finding out about building
numbers to 20, and looking at counting patterns
beyond 10. This will include thinking about the key
concept of how each number is made up of smaller
numbers (eg 3 can be made from1and 1and 1, or
from 1and 2, or 2 and 1, or 13 can be made from
10 and 3, or 10 and 2 and 1 etc). We will be
building and identifying numbers to 20 and beyond
using a range of different resources, including
Numicon, bead strings, 10 frames, and towers of
cubes.

We will be comparing and ordering quantities and
measures, and noticing which set has more, which
has fewer and when 2 sets have the same amount.
The children will look at addition and subtraction
this half term, and we will also be investigating the
number 100.

The children will be developing their spatial
reasoning skills through completing jigsaws and
shape puzzles, understanding how to rotate shapes
to fit a given space. They will also be using cubes,
tangrams, pattern blocks and geoboards with
elastic bands to make and match shapes and
develop their use of positional language.

Understanding the World

This half term the children will be exploring the
natural world around them, and describing
what they see, hear & feel whilst they are
outside. We will be searching for all types of
minibeast. We will also be continuing to notice
seasonal change and its effect on the natural
environment around us and on the weather.
The children will also be continuing to share
their own experience of celebrations — eg
birthdays, Eid Ul Fitr — and starting to notice
and talk about some similarities and
differences between different religious and
cultural celebrations.

We will be thinking about familiar situations in
the past by exploring artifacts, pictures, stories
and accounts — for example, by looking at
things that have happened before we are born.
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spaces and increasingly incorporate these in
writing. Continue to secure correct letter
formation, and begin to have more control over

the size of writing.

Key Vocabulary

Capital letter, full stop, finger space.

Fiction, non-fiction, story, fact, information,
speech bubble, letter, list, instructions.

Key Vocabulary
Number names; how many? How many
altogether?
Which has more? Which has fewer? Same amount
Add, subtract, equals
Shape, circle, triangle, square, rectangle; curved;
straight; sides; corners. Positional language — eg
next to, in front of, behind, above, below, under,
on top of

minibeast, worm, butterfly, insect, ladybird,
fly,legs, beetle, centipede, wings, spider,
millipede, chrysalis, bee, woodlouse, cocoon,
slug, caterpillar, snail

Key Vocabulary

Personal, Social and Emotional

Communication and Physical Development

Development

We will be helping the children to
continue to build supportive and
respectful relationships — eg speaking
politely to each other, and showing care,
consideration and kindness to others.
With support, the children will be
encouraged to ‘use their words’ to
negotiate with others, to avoid conflict,
and to share and take turns. We will
remind the children of their ‘Fab 5’ - that
is, the 5 adults they could talk to if they
had a worry about something.

We will be encouraging them to be
willing to ‘have a go’ at different
activities, developing the mindset of ‘|
might not be able to do this...yet’, and to
build resilience when things might not
work out the way they expect.

The children will take partin
activities which will develop
fundamental movement skills such
as running, jumping, skipping and
climbing. They will also play simple
games and begin to understand and
use rules.

In PE lessons they will be learning
ball skills, and developing balance.
We will also begin looking at the
Sport’s Day.

The children will continue to develop
control over tools such as scissors,
paint brushes and pencils. Our daily
phonics sessions will further support
pencil control as the children
practise writing new graphemes.
We will be encouraging the children
to be independent with coat zips,
buttons and shoes, and in pouring
their own milk from a jug.

Language

We will continue to develop
speaking and listening skills in a
variety of ways, including by
listening to stories, and responding
to questions by listening to and
talking with a talk partner.

We will be encouraging the children
to speak in full sentences, and to use
a voice that can be heard clearly by
others. The children will be
continuing to learn a range of
rhymes, poems and songs, and new
vocabulary linked to books, topics
and activities.

Expressive Arts and Design
We will be exploring processes like
weaving and simple sewing, and the
children will be developing
observational drawing and painting
skills. We will also look at artists
who have used minibeasts and
respond: ‘The Snail’ by Henri
Matisse; ‘Maman’ by Louise
Bourgeois; art nouveau insect prints
from the 1920s by E.A Seguy.

The children will have a wide variety
of opportunities to express
themselves at school. They will
engage in role-play and small-world
play, creating narratives with others.
They will explore movement outside
with a variety of resources — eg
streamers, dancing ribbons, hoops
and scarves.

We will also continue weekly music
lessons with Luton Music Service.




Here are some suggestions of stories and counting books you may wish to
read with your child:

Here are some fun suggestions of how you can help with your child’s
learning this half term:

Tales From Acorn Wood by Julia Donaldson
Jasper’s Beanstalk by Mick Inkpen

Jack and the Beanstalk (traditional tale)

The Extraordinary Gardener by Sam Boughton

The Secret Sky Garden by Linda Sarah

| Will Not Ever Never Eat A Tomato by Lauren Child
One Fox, A Counting Book Thriller by Kate Read
One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab by April & Jeff Sayre
Ruby’s Worry by Tom Percival

Kind by Alison Green

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae

Caterpillar to Butterfly non-Fiction

Tadpoles to Frogs non-Fiction

Mad about Minibeasts

RSPB My First Book of Minibeasts by Anita Ganeri
It's A Good Thing There Are Earthworms by Jodie Shepherd
RSPB My First Book of Garden Bugs by Mike Unwin
What the Ladybird Heard by

Caterpillar Butterfly by Vivian French
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Go on a walk - notice and talk about the changing seasons and the
effects on the natural environment

Make biscuits together

Do a jigsaw together

Plant something together at home, either in your garden if you
have one, or in a pot indoors

Play a board game with a number track (eg snakes and ladders)
Visit the library regularly, and read bedtime stories




